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Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 (6:09 p.m.) 

Kayse Room 

 

At the Regular Council Meeting held on the above date the following members were present: 

 

  

Mayor: Matt Seale 

City Council: Mona Paulk, Patrice Y.W. Manley, Lemora Moses,  

Steven Hudson, and Claire Clayton-Stone 

City Clerk: Lucile Middlebrooks 

City Attorney Warren Mixon  

Police Chief: Billy Hancock 

Assistant Public Director: Recarter Edge 

Assistant Public Director: Corneilus Hall 

Fire Chief: Will Towson 

 

 

First: Mayor Matt Seale called the meeting to order and determined a quorum, 

invocation by City Attorney Warren Mixon, and then the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag of the United States of America was pledged and spoken by everyone. 

 

Second: Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilwoman Claire Clayton-

Stone to adopt the Agenda for Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 

All in favor say I – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none - Motion passed. 

  

Third: Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilman Lemora Moses for 

the approval and adopting of the Minutes from the Regular Meeting  

of March 2, 2021.  

All in favor say I -Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

  

Fourth: Noise Ordinance 

Mayor Matt Seale deferred to Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley. She read over 

the old Noise Ordinance with her requested changes. This is the second reading of 

the updated ordinance. City Attorney Warren Mixon is reviewing the Noise 

Ordinance. When he has completed his review, he will bring it back to the City 

Council. No vote at this time. 

 

Fifth:  Broadband Ready Certification 

Mayor Matt Seale read the Broadband Ready Certification Ordinance and briefly 

explained that this will benefit the City to have the capability to over additional 

broadband services within the City. This is the second reading of the Broadband 

Ready Certification Ordinance. 
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Mayor Matt Seale called for a motion 

Motion by Councilman Lemora Moses and 2nd by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. 

Manley to adopt the Broadband Ready Certification Ordinance. 

All in favor raise your hand – Voted 5 yes: Opposes none – Motion carries. 
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Sixth:  Sonny Patel – Ocilla Liquor Store at 514 N. Irwin Avenue 

Mayor Matt Seale stated that Sonny Patel had put in his application to relocate his 

liquor store from 111 N. Elm Street to 514 N Irwin Avenue. 

After a long discussion, Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley motioned and 2nd by 

Councilman Lemora Moses to deny the request. When Mayor Seale called for a 

vote, City Attorney Warren Mixon spoke up and said that it would be illegal for 

the Council to tell a business owner that he can not relocate to another business 

zoned area; therefore, Councilman Lemora Moses rescinded his second and 

Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley rescinded her motion. City Attorney Warren 

Mixon will research the request. This will be brought back to the Council at a 

later date. No vote was taken. 

 

Seventh: Request for Garbage Service Bids 

  Mayor Matt Seale stated that Councilwoman Mona Paulk made a request to bid  

out the garbage service. 

Mayor Matt Seale called for a motion. 

Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilman Lemora Moses to 

request bids for garbage service  

All in favor raise your hands – Voted 5 yes; Opposes None – Motion carries. 

 

 



 

5 

 

Eighth: Reappointments to the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 Reappointment of Mr. Vernon Wells (2021- 2023) and Mr. Rusty Hickey (2021-

2023) to the Zoning Board of Appeals. The Council decided to approve of the 

reappointments to the Zoning Board of Appeals along with the reappointments to 

the Ocilla/Irwin County Planning Advisory Commission. 

 

Ninth:  Reappointments to the Ocilla/Irwin County Planning Advisory Commission 

  Reappointment of Mr. Alan Smith (2021-20230, Mr. Phil Croft (2021-2023),  

Mrs. DeDee Arnold (2021-2023), and Mr. Melvin Harper (2021-2023) to the  

Ocilla/Irwin County Planning Advisory Commission. 

Mayor Matt Seale called for a motion. 

Motion by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley and 2nd by Councilman Lemora  

Moses to reappoint Mr. Vernon Wells (2021- 2023) and Mr. Rusty Hickey (2021-

2023) to the Zoning Board of Appeals and to reappoint Mr. Alan Smith (2021-

2023), Mr. Phil Croft (2021-2023), Mrs. DeDee Arnold (2021-2023), and  

Mr. Melvin Harper (2021-2023) to the Ocilla/Irwin County Planning Advisory 

Commission. 

All in favor raise your hand – Voted 5 Yes; Opposes None – Motion carries. 

 

Tenth:  Appointment to the Historic Preservation Commission Board 

  Mayor Matt Seale stated that the Historic Preservation Commission Board  

recommends Mr. Alonzo Abel replace Mrs. Kaye Clayton on the board. 

Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W.  

Manley to appoint Mr. Alonzo Abel to the Historic Preservation Commission 

Board. 

All in favor raise your hand – Voted 5 Yes; Opposes None – Motion carries. 

 

Eleventh: 2021 CDBG Potential Conflicts of Interest 

  Mayor Matt Seale discussed the proposed FY2021 CDBG project area and stated  

that we must state for the minutes that Councilman Lemora Moses lives and owns 

property in the proposed project area. Councilman Moses’ brother and ex-wife 

have property in the same area. 

 

Twelfth: 2021 CDBG Submittal Resolution 

  Mayor Matt Seale read the 2021 CDBG Submittal Resolution and the Council  

decided to go with the project area which Councilman Lemora Moses lives. 

  Mayor Seale called for a motion. 

Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilwoman Claire Clayton-

Stone to adopt the 2021 CDBG Submittal Resolution 

  All in favor raise your hand – Voted 3 yes; Opposes One (Councilwoman Patrice  

Y.W. Manley) – Motion carries. Councilman Lemora Moses could not vote due to  

Conflict of Interest. 
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Thirteenth: Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance 

The Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance designates the Ocilla Historic 

District. This is the first reading of this ordinance. No vote at this time. 
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Fourteenth: Report from Committees 

  Councilwoman Mona Paulk reported that the Public Works Committee met and  

the City needs to hire at least 2 more people. Assistant Public Works Director  

Corneilus Hall will pursue the Water Certification.   

    

  Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley reported that the Public Safety Committee  

met with Fire Chief Will Towson last week. 

   

Councilman Lemora Moses reported that the Cemetery Committee met and he 

would like Ms. Ruth Burch to give the report. 

 

Ms. Ruth stated that the Cemetery Committee met March 20th They have a repair 

estimate of $475.00 per slab.  

The committee removed dead flowers from graves. 

The Cemetery Committee requests a resolution recognizing the late Mr. Bobby 

Williams for his service and that resolution should be presented his wife with a 

plaque. 
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Councilwoman Claire Clayton reported that the DDA met and the next Prater 

Music Fest meeting will be next Thursday April 15th at 5:30 p.m. 

The Prater Music Fest is May 7th and 8th  

 

Fifteenth: Mayor Matt Seale called for a motion to adjourn. 

Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilman Lemora Moses   

            to adjourn the meeting.  

All in favor say I – Voted 5 yes; Opposes None – Motion carries. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 

 

 

 

MAYOR MATT SEALE     

 

 

 

CITY CLERK LUCILE MIDDLEBROOKS     


